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	Title: Pygmalion
Author: George Bernard Shaw
Date of Publication: 1912
Genre: Play (Comedy)
	Biographical Information about the Author
George Bernard Shaw was an Irish playwright who wrote more than 60 plays, most of which dealt with social problems in a comedic way. One such example is Pygmalion, one of his most well-received literary works. Shaw was also a socialist who was angered by the abuse of the working class. As a result, he wrote many brochures and speeches for the Fabian Society, an organization that promoted the spread of socialism by nonviolent means. Among many of his accomplishments was the honor of winning both the Noble Prize for Literature (1925) and an Oscar for Pygmalion the film (1938).  

	Historical Information about period of publication
In early 20th century London, most people led difficult lives. Because families were poor, young children often had to work in factories and other dangerous places to support their families. There were also many diseases that were common during the time. 
	Characteristics of the genre
- Tend to focus on problems with political, social, and religious subjects

- Tend to focus on the community and interactions between different groups or social classes

- Comic characters are often ironic and aloof; they respond to various situations with wit or cynicism

- Comedies have more sexual equality, often giving larger roles to women


	Plot Summary

Henry Higgins, a language professor, bets his friend, Colonel Pickering, that he can turn a poor flower girl’s atrocious speech into beautiful oratory that will make her worthy of a duchess. As a result, Higgins begins to give the flower girl, Eliza Doolittle, speech lessons. Eventually, Eliza’s speech is flawless enough to pass as that of an upper class person’s, meaning that Higgins has won the bet. Higgins and Pickering are so excited by their own efforts that they do not congratulate Eliza. When an upset Eliza runs away, Higgins realizes that he can not function without her. Upon meeting again, Higgins and Eliza argue over Eliza’s future and what she should do with her new abilities. The play ends with Eliza skilled enough to rival Higgins and her leaving him to marry an upper-class man. 


	Describe the author’s style
Shaw writes in a straightforward and witty way that makes it easy for the reader to pick up on what is happening.  He also gives different characters authentic dialogue complete modified spelling to give readers a better sense of the uniqueness of each character’s language.  
	Examples that demonstrate style
The best example of the various accents that Shaw portrays is Eliza’s distinctive way of speaking:

     -  "Cheer ap, Keptin; n' haw ya flahr orf a

          pore gel."

     - “Ah -- ah -- ah -- ow -- ow -- oo!”


	Memorable quotations

1) “You see this creature with her kerbstone English: the English that will keep her in the gutter to the end of her days. Well, sir, in three months I could pass that girl off as a duchess at an ambassador's garden party. I could even get her a place as lady's maid or shop assistant, which requires better English.” – Henry Higgins

2) “…but you have to consider not only how a girl pronounces, but what she pronounces.” – Eliza Doolittle

3) “The advantages of that poor woman who was here just now! The manners and habits that disqualify a fine lady from earning her own living without giving her a fine lady’s income” – Mrs. Higgins (Henry’s mother)         

4) “You see, really and truly, apart from the things anyone can pick up (the dressing and the proper way of speaking, and so on), the difference between a lady and a flower girl is not how she behaves, but how she's treated. I shall always be a flower girl to Professor Higgins, because he always treats me as a flower girl, and always will; but I know I can be a lady to you, because you always treat me as a lady, and always will.”  - Eliza Doolittle                                            




	Significance of quotations
1) This quotation reflects Henry Higgins’ (and Shaw’s) belief that language is the most important thing in determining a person’s social class. Without proper speech, one can not get a decent job. 

2) This quotation shows that what is being said is equally important as the way something is said. However, unlike the way something is said, the content of what is being spoken can not be taught or changed.

3) This quotation is important because it presents Eliza’s problem: learning skills that will make her above being a flower girl again but being able to have an income equal to her skills. 

4) Unlike society’s view that a lady is so classified by the way she acts, speaks, and dresses, Eliza believes that being a lady is achieved when she is treated like one.


	Setting
Pygmalion takes place in early-20th century London, specifically in upper-class areas such as Covent Garden, Henry Higgins's apartment and laboratory, and Mrs. Higgins's apartment. 
	Significance of opening scene
The opening scene shows how important language can be. Higgins is able to pinpoint the exact town where each person is from just by listening to them speak. Eliza and her poor speech is also revealed in the first scenes. 

	Old AP questions
Choose a novel or play in which a minor character serves as a foil to a main character. Then write an essay in which you analyze how the relation between the minor character and the major character illuminates the meaning of the work. (Pygmalion suggested as a text)
	Significance of closing scene
The closing scene shows how much Eliza has grown since the beginning of the play. Her language skills have increased so much that she can rival Higgins, and Higgins relies on her to function in every day life.

	Symbols
Clothing: Shaw shows that although appearances are important, language once again prevails – when Eliza is scrubbed clean and dressed nicely, even her own father can not recognize her. She is referred to as the “Japanese lady” until she opens her mouth to speak. 

	Possible themes/Topics of discussion

- Class differences

- Women’s rights

- Language

- Transformation

- Identity

	Characters

	Name
	Role in story
	Significance
	Adjectives

	Henry Higgins
	Professor who teaches Eliza how to speak
	Reflects Shaw’s beliefs that language is the barrier separating social classes
	Rude, Frank, Likeable, Kind-hearted

	Colonel Pickering
	Higgins’ friend
	Treats Eliza with respect, no matter her social class
	Gentlemanly, Polite, Respectful

	Eliza Doolittle
	Poor flower girl
	Exemplifies the metamorphosis of a lower-class person to upper-class status through the power of language
	Smart, Independent, Feisty

	Alfred Doolittle
	Eliza’s father
	Becomes the victim of class morality after unwillingly being turned into a gentleman 
	Scrupulous, Smooth-talking

	Mrs. Higgins
	Henry’s mother
	Is the source of wisdom when Henry’s plans become too foolish
	Intelligent, Motherly

	Freddy Eynsford Hill
	Upper-class man who Eliza marries
	Shows that Eliza has changed into someone that an upper-class person finds eligible for marriage
	Foolish


